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threes. There was not much conversation, as * was never
quite awake before eleven, and it was disheartening to
watch ^ indulge his unnatural aptitude for eating paw-paw.
One Sunday morning four of us went plunging down the
ladder into a small boat that bounced invitingly upon the
waters of Corunna harbour. There was an endless argu-
ment between a cripple in the boat and an authoritative
person in a bowler-hat as to the proper fare. Bowler-hat
was all for three pesetas; but the cripple contended that the
price was five on Sundays. As time was precious, we were
strictly neutral and in no way surprised, when we reached
the shore, that nobody remembered to collect any fare at
all; for were we not in Spain ? And do you remember
how we were driven, in spite of all our protests, to the grave
of Sir John Moore, where we did our level best to satisfy the
local sense of fitting conduct for English visitors by drooping
in becoming attitudes ? Then we were off across the hills
to Santiago, saw the sights, lunched heavily, and nearly
missed the boat at Vigo. There was more sight-seeing at
Lisbon, when we went ashore again and two racing cars
dashed up the new road to Cintra bearing Caesar and his
fortunes (all eight of them) with a good deal of fruit and a
growing fear that some of you would manage to get left
behind in Europe.
But Europe dropped away, and the real voyage began
after that morning at Madeira when we all went bathing and
ate the largest breakfast ever served by the executors of the
late Mr. Reid. After that—we nearly missed the boat again,
of course—the Western Ocean lay before us, and there was
nothing but the long, perfect days when you took far too
much exercise and we slept after lunch in rows on deck with
a blue copy of Kirkpatrick's Argentine Republic open on
every knee. For now, as Hakluyt had indicated, it was
" high time for us to weigh our ancre, to hoise up our sailes,
to get cleare of these boistrous, frosty, and misty seas, and
with all speede to direct our course for the milde, lightsome,
temperate, and warme Atlantick Ocean, over which the

